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What Does Love Require of Us?
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When | think of the example of Jesus’ love described in the Bible, | think of him taking
Board °_f Directors: the time to be there with people. First and foremost Jesus never turned people away or
Debbie Alkema 51\ yeq his schedule to get in the way of meaningful connection. Sitting at the well
Bonnie Desjardins . . , . . .
with the woman, going to Zacchaeus’ home to have dinner, mourning with Martha and

Art Dreyer . ]
Janet Hagen  Mary are some of the many examples shared in the Bible.
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In the same way we need to take the time to make meaningful connections with each
Ered Stoffels other, our residents and their families. This is one of the foundations of person-centered

Bill van Staalduinen €are, knowing the persons living within Shalom. When we know what makes a person
Jake VanderMey Unique, their beliefs, interests, abilities, likes and dislikes, we can make more informed

Karen Vandyk  approaches to every interaction and experience we have with them.
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Arjan Vos Shalom Manor has a demonstrated foundation in meaningful connection, and this was

evidenced at our 40th Anniversary Celebrations held on October 5th. Our auditorium
was filled to the brim and those in attendance would not have been there if Shalom did
not represent some sort of importance in their lives. They are connected to how Shalom
operates, the community it serves and the people that fill its halls. Nothing provides
more joy in my heart for Shalom than seeing our residents given the opportunity to
participate in community and see groups share stories over coffee.

As we move forward in our journey of providing care we need to encourage each other
to continue to find connections and weave them into the fabric of how our home
operates. As we work towards successfully opening our new 128 long term care beds
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